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G Eri]uba Garden 'Enwmnmenm

Feldman emphasizes using rocks and native greenery in the gardens he designs in Rockland and
Westchester to create a comfortable and private environment. Stone steps blend into the graded slope

of the Randi Shebitz's bE{cI-r.yafd in Harrison.
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Nyack-based landscaper Jon Feldman of G. biloba Garden Environ-
ments, looking over the forsythias at Shemin's Nursery in.Orangeburg.

WATER FEATURES, from 16

want their pool to be close to the
house and within viewing dis-
tance, while others want theirs to
be a more natural “water feature.”

“We can design something to
blend in so that it looks like a nat-
ural body of water, and it could
have a stream or a waterfall as part
of it — it could also have a volcano
attached to it if you want,” Mered-
ith said.

For these natural bodies of wa-
ter, landscapers use various kinds
of rock and slate materials around

the pool and within the landscap-
ing to create architectural forms
that fit in with and enhance the en-
vironment.

West Nyack-based landscape
contractor Michael Naclerio tries
to design landscapes that high-
light the setting of the house. For
a contemporary house and pool
set into a mountainside, he built
two surrounding walls in con-
forming semi-circles at the back
and front of the pool to accentuate
the pool’s circular shape.

“The walls were graduated
from four feet to 10 feet so that
they mirrored the hillside and fit

into the mountainside,” Naclerio
said.

Naclerio also tries to match the
kind of stone he uses with the en-
vironment.

“In Stony Point it's very woodsy,
so | try to use a lot of native stone
to fit in with the area,” he said, re-
ferring to the way he constructs
walls and staircases out of matert-
als like fieldstone, which are na-
tive to the area.

Nyack-based landscaper Jon
Feldman who owns G.biloba Gar-
den Environments also empha-
sizes using native greenery in the
gardens he designs in Rockland
and Westchester.

“A lot of people want a place
that's comfortable and private.
They want to feel like they're in a
natural environment,” said Feld-
man, explaining that he uses na-
tive trees like dogwoods and na-
tive plants like viburnum, spirea
and hydrangea to achieve this feel-
ing of being in comfortable sur-
roundings.

“Mostly, it's the look that's bet-
ter, but they can also be easier to
care for,” Feldman said.

Feldman says that although he
doesn't design pools, he now
works more closely with pool com-
panies to devise ways to make the
pools look like they've always
been there.

“We usually survey the back-
vard and try to shape the pool so

that it fits into the existing land-
scape. We pick up some of the
same elements of rock and rough
stone and extend that into the gar-
dens” said Feldman.

According to homeowner Lisa
Rosenteld of Harrison, the effect
of having a natural garden and
pool environment is that it's
something you don’t even notice.

“It's very comfortable and re-
laxing, it's hard to say why,” said
Rosenfeld who decided to change
the pool at her house because it
was a standard-issue blue square.

“We knew we didn't want to
keep the boring pool, so we had
them design something free-form
with an attached patio and a hot
tub a few steps up that spills into
the pool,” Rosenfeld said.

. Even though the house is very
contemporary, the pool feels nat-
ural because it blends with the
rocky environment, Rosenfeld
said.

For Upper Nyvack homeowner
Randi Shebitz, one benefit of hav-
ing created a running stream
along one side of her back lawn is
that it draws more wildlife into
her garden.

“We love the sound of the wa-
ter, and the birds love the sound
of the water too. We've also had
frogs, fish and snails — it's a
whole ecological system over
there,” said Shebitz, who had a
pond on her property and com-
missioned Feldman to make a
stream as a natural extension.
The water recycles back into the
pond, which hosts koi.

“We had other work done, but
this was something special. It
makes the garden a multi-senso-
ry experience,” said Shebitz.

According to Naclerio, this
trend is part of the home-im-
provement obsession among
homeowners.

“People had money in their
401ks and now they're putting it
into real estate, and since many
have done a fair amount to the in-
side, they're realizing they need
to fix the outside too,” he said.

And, while it doesn’'t dramati-
cally increase the value of a
house, according to Tiffany Ko-
gen, a Nyack-based real estate
salesperson, a pool can add some
value.

“You can add at least the cost
of the pool, about $30,000 for a
good pool, tﬂ the listing price of
your price,” said Kogen.

Reach Jennifer Lisle at
jenlislel119®@aol.com.



